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general guide The higher the number, the deeper the penetration and lower the fragmentation. 
The lower the number, the shallower the penetration and the more complete the 
fragmentation. 

 
 
Level 5 Match grade target competitions & training. No splash backs in steel 

plate training for maximum shooter safety.   (and…) 
 
 Maximum penetration for combat on soft to hard targets with minimal 

to no fragmentation; reduced hazard to bystanders. 
 
Level 4 Controlled penetration for combat on soft to hard targets with little to 

no fragmentation; reduced hazard to bystanders. 
 
Level 3 Reduced penetration for combat on soft to medium targets with some 

fragmentation; reduced hazard to bystanders. 
 
Level 2 Moderate penetration and more fragmentation for combat on soft 

targets; enhanced bystander safety. 
 
Level 1 Low penetration and hyper fragmentation for combat on soft targets; 

high bystander safety. 
 
Level 0 Shallow penetration and partial disintegration for combat on soft 

targets; very high bystander safety. 
 
Level 00 Shallow penetration and near complete disintegration for combat on 

soft targets; extremely high bystander safety. 
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